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Summary
The Characteristics of Silk Sericin and Its Application as Adhesives

A by-product of natural silk production is sericin which is the basic material of silk glue. In this article
we describe the formation of sericin during the evolution of the silk worm and its recovery from the
silk raw material. After description of the physical and chemical properties of sericin we derive
possible applications of this natural glue. The advantageous application in the restauration of paper and
textiles is explained by case studies. Silk glue is prefered for facing in restoration of silk paintings.
There is no change in colour and it is easy to remove. The glue has a high degree of elasticity and may
be used for strengthening of aged silk.
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